
 

 

A1 Breakthrough  
 
1)  Overall general ability. 
 
 Listening / Speaking Reading Writing 

A1 CAN understand basic 
instructions or take part in a 
basic factual conversation on a 
predictable topic. 

CAN understand basic notices, 
instructions or information. 

CAN complete basic forms, and write 
notes including times, dates and 
places. 

 
2) Social and Tourist : typical abilities. 
 

A1 CAN ask simple questions of a 
factual nature and understand 
answers expressed in simple 
language. 

CAN understand simple 
notices and information, for 
example in airports, on store 
guides and on menus. CAN 
understand simple 
instructions on medicines and 
simple directions to places. 

CAN leave a very simple message 
for a host family or write short 
simple 'thank you' notes. 

 
3) Work : typical abilities. 
 

A1 CAN take and pass on simple 
messages of a routine kind, 
such as 'Friday meeting 10 am'. 

CAN understand short reports 
or product descriptions on 
familiar matters, if these are 
expressed in simple language 
and the contents are 
predictable. 

CAN write a simple routine request 
to a colleague, such as 'Can I have 
20X please?'. 

 
 

4) Study : typical abilities. 
 

A1 CAN understand basic 
instructions on class times, dates 
and room numbers, and on 
assignments to be carried out. 

CAN read basic notices and 
instructions. 

CAN copy times, dates and places 
from notices on classroom board 
or notice board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


